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FOREWORD 

Introduction 

1. On 1 June 1982 the ALr Navigation Commission (100-10) examined the 
results of a study by the Secretariat concerning the need f o r  the  introduction 
in ICAO documents of international ~ p e c i f  icat ions for aerodrome flight 
information service CAPIS) as an entity of  the a i r  traf f ic  services. 

2. Follorfng an exchange of views, the Commission d e c i d e d  that 
internat  ionaZ provis ions and /or guidance material regarding AFIS should be 
formulated. It instructed the Secretary t o  develop d e t a i l e d  proposals on the 
subject for further review by the Commission, taking into account the comments 
made daring the discussion. 

3. The guidance material contained fn t h i s  circular was finally 
developed by the Air Navigation Commission on the bas i s  of proposals presented 
by the Secretariat. 

Supporting reasons 

4. The Statement of Basic Operational Requirements and Planning 
Crfterfa for Regional Air Navigation Haetlngs, as approved by the Air Navlgatlon 
Commission, specfftes that at aerodromes used by international general aviation 
where the type and density of trafffc clearly do not  just l fy  the provision of 
aerodrome control service, the provishon of aerodrome flight Information service 
by a u n i t  located at the aerodrome should be recommended. The aerodromes in 
questfon are those designated by the letters "RG" in ICAO a i r  navigation plan 
pub1 icat ions. 

5. The main comments made during the i a f t ia l  consideration by the Air 
Navigation Commission, as indicated in paragraph 1 above, may be summarfzed as 
fol lows : 

a)  Aerodrome flight information service was being provided on a 
growing scale, There was a definite need f o r  a service between 
aerodrome control service and no service at all. Available 
informat ion showed that there were different understandings 
among S t a t e s  as to what aerodrome flight informatfon service . 
was. The kind of questions which should be addressed were: 

1) What is aerodrome flight information service? 

2)  What are its limitations? 

3 )  What is the difference between aerodrome control service and 
RFIS? 

4) A t  what aerodromes may AFIS be accepted in terms of amount 
of traf f l c  , types of operation and meteorological 
conditions? 

5)  What information should  be provided? 

6 )  What should be the qusllflcatlons of AFIS off icers? 



7 )  What sort of facitittes are r e q u i r e d  to provide AFIS? 

b) The widespread provision of AFfS demonstrated a need for 
guidance material on the  subject  b u t  R o e  necessarkly for 
stahdardlgation of the service. 

c )  If an international. general aviation aerodrome mfght be used 
also as an alternate for international scheduled a ir  transport, 
aerodrome control service should be provided a t  the aerodrome. 

6. The guidance material on .AFfS has been developed with  the intent of 
answering the questions in 5 63 and reflecting t h e  thoughts in 5 5.) and c )  
above. It includes  guidance cadcerning the des igoatf on of AFIS aerodromes, the 
hasic elements of information to be provided, the  requirements of AFIS u n i t s  
for information and communications, equipment and f ac iL L t  tes, t h e  training of 
personnel and the procedures to be used. 

7 .  The guidance material is intended t o  f a c i l i t a t e  t he  task of f u t u r e  
regional air  navtgation (RAN) met lngs or regfonal planning groups in 
recommending the atr t r a f f i c  services to be provided a t  interf iat  f onal aerodromes 
designated far use by general, aviation. It Es also intended to f a c i l i t a t e  the 
task of States in determining the fiature and scope of the service t o  be provided 
a t  individual aerodrome$ and the information t o  be published in t h e i r  
aeronautical information publications (AIPS). It may also he lp  to  clarify  in 
the minds of pi lo t s  the nature  of the service to be expected a t  AFIS 
aerodromes. 

8, It  has been suggested t h a t  one. of the primary motivations behind 
AFIS is costlbenefit and that this is not always compatible with safety, f t  is 
recalled in this context that regional  a i r  navigation plans shall  s a t i s f y  the 
operational requirements and shall  be economically j u s t i f  f e d  (~ssernbly 
Resolutions A16-10 and A26-8, Appendix L, Associated Practice 5 refer). 
Although costs and the availability of qualffied controllers are significant 
factors, it is expected that States, when determining whether aerodrome control 
service or aerodrome flight information service is requfred a t  a given 
aerodrome, w i l l  give the same weight to safety  considerations as when they are 
plannfng other facflities and services. 

9. It has also been suggested tha t  the i n t roduc t i on  of aerodrome 
flieht information service is primarily an implementatLon problem. Zt may be 
noted in this regard that the Second Asia and P a c i f i c  Regidnal Air Navigation 
Meeting (singapore, 1983) made provislon for AFIS a t  various aerodromes in the 
regions (DOC 9404,  Agenda Item 4 ,  Appendfx A refers) and that the  European Air 
Navigation Plan also specifies a requirement far t5e provfsion o f  AFIS at a 
large number of aerodromes (Doc 7754, 23rd edition, Part 111, Table AOP 
refers). The d i  F navigation plans  Ear the Africa-Tndfan Ocean, Caribbean, 
Middle East and South American Regions contain general recanmendat ions on the 
subject .  
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GUIDANCE MATERIAL ON AERODROME FLIGHT INFORMATION SERVICE (APIS) 

GENERAL 

1 .  Aerodrome f l i g h t  information service (AFIS) I s  the term u s e d  t o  
describe the provision of informat ion usefu l  for t he  safe and ef f icfent conduct 
of  aerodrome traf f ic  a t  those aerodromes designated for use by international 
general aviation ( I G A )  where the appropriate atr  t r a f f i c  services (ATS 
authority determines that t he  provision of aerodrome control service i s  not  
justif l e d ,  or is not just Lf Led on a 24-hour basis, AFIS Is not  intended t o  be 
used at aerodromes designated as regular or alternate aerodromes for 
international commercial a2r transport operations. 

2. In determining whether aerodrome control service or AFLS should be 
provided at a given I G A  aerodrome, the appropriate ATS authority is expected to  
give due cansideratfan to the type(s) of a i r  trafffe involved, the densi ty  of 
a i r  traf t i c ,  the topographical and meteorological conditions, and such other 
factors as may be p e r t i n e n t  t o  safety and efffciency, inc luding  the language or 
languages t o  be used fn air-ground communications. 

3. Non-controlled aerodromes at which it Ps determined that AFIS w111 
be provided should be identified as "AFIS aerodromes" in order to distingufsh 
them from controlled aerodromes. 

4.  AFIS should be provided by a unit  located a t  the aerodrome and 
i d e n t i f i e d  as an "AFIS unit". An AFIS u n i t  will provide flight information 
service  and alerting service to aerodrome traf f ic .  

5 .  The AFIS unit is not an air  traff  fc control unit. It. is therefore 
the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of pilots using the servtce provided by this unit t o  
maintain proper separation i n  conformity w i t h  the rules of the air .  

Basic elements of  fnformatian provided to aircraft 

6 .  The basic elements of information t o  be provided t o  aircraft by an 
AFLS unit  should include, as appropriate, the fol lowing : 

a) meteorological information for aircraft about to take off  or t o  
land, inelud ing SICMET i n £  ormat ion. Such information should, to 
the extent possible, be the same as that provided t o  aerodrome 
t r a f f i c  by aerodrome control towers, 1.e. t 

- the current surface wind direction and speed ,  including 
significant variations; 
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- the QNH altimeter setting and, either on a regular basis in 
accordance with l oca l  arrangements or If so requested by the 
a i r c r a f t ,  the  QFE alt imeter setting; 

- the a i r  temperature for the runway to be used, i n  the case of 
take-of f by turbine-engined aircraft ; 

- the current visibility representatfve of the direction of 
take-off and i n f t f a l  climb, or in t h e  approach and landtng 
area, i f  less than 10 km, or, when a v a i l a b l e  to the APIS 
o f f i c e r ,  the current runway visual  range for the runway to be 
used; 

- significant meteorologlca~ conditions in  the take-off and 
climb-out area, or in t h e  approach and landing area, T h i s  
includes the occurrence or expected occurrence of cumulonimbus 
or thunderstorm, moderate or severe turbulence,  wind shear, 
hail, moderate or severe i c i n g ,  severe l i n e  s q u a l l ,  freezing 
rain,  marked mountain waves, sand storm, dust storm, blowing 
snow, tarnado or waterspout; 

- the present weather and the amount and he ight  of base of low 
cloud,  in the case of a i r c r a f t  nmking an approach in 
Instrument meteorological conditlons; 

b )  information enabling the pilot to select the most suitable 
runway for use, Such information should include, in addition to 
the current surface wind d trection and speed, the "preferred 
runway" and traffic pattern and, on request by t h e  p i l o t ,  the 
length of t he  ru>way(s) and/or t h e  distance between an 
intersection and the end of the runway; 

Note,- The term "preferred runway" is used to indicate the most  - 
s u i t a b l e  runway a t  a pactlculac t ime,  taking i n t o  account the 
current surface vlnd direction and speed and other relevant 
factors such as the t r a f f i c  p a t t e r n  end the  runway used by other 
a i rcraf t ,  with the in tent ion  of establishing and maintaining an 
orderly flow of aerodrome t r a f f i c .  

c)  information on known a ircraf t ,  vehicles or personnel on or near 
the manoeuvring area or aircraft  operdting in the v ic in i ty  of 
the aerodrome, which may constitute a hazard t o  t he  aircraft 
concerned; . 

d )  information an aerodrome conditlons which fs essential to the 
safe operation of aircraft, Such information s h o u l d ,  to the 
extent poss ib le ,  be t he  same as that provided to  aerodrome 
t r a f f i c  by aerodrome con t ro l  towers, L.e. information re la t ing  
t o  the following: 

- construction or maintenance work on, or Emned iately adjacent 
to the manoeuvring area; 
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- rough o r  broken s u r f a c e s  on a  runway o r  a  taxiway,  whether  
marked o r  n o t ;  

- snow, s l u s h  o r  i c e  on a  runway o r  a  taxiway;  

- water  on a  runway; 

- snow banks o r  d r i f t s  a d j a c e n t  t o  a  runway o r  a  taxiway;  

- o t h e r  temporary hazards ,  i n c l u d i n g  parked a i r c r a f t  and b i r d s  
on t h e  ground o r  i n  t h e  a i r ;  

- f a i l u r e  o r  i r r e g u l a r  o p e r a t i o n  o f  p a r t  o r  a l l  of  t h e  aerodrome 
l i g h t i n g  system; 

- any o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  in fo rmat ion ;  

e )  i n f o r m a t i o n  on changes  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n a l  s t a t u s  o f  non-visual  
n a v i g a t i o n  a i d s  and v i s u a l  a i d s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  aerodrome 
t r a f f i c ;  

f )  r a d i o  b e a r i n g s  o r  d i r e c t i o n - f i n d i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  when equipment 
is  a v a i l a b l e  and when p r e s c r i b e d  by t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  ATS 
a u t h o r i t y ;  

g )  messages,  i n c l u d i n g  c l e a r a n c e s ,  r e c e i v e d  from o t h e r  ATS u n i t s  
f o r  r e l a y  t o  a i r c r a f t  (e.g. from t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  f l i g h t  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c e n t r e  (FIC) o r  a r e a  c o n t r o l  c e n t r e  (ACC)); and 

h) any o t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  s a f e t y .  

AFIS REQUIREMENTS FOR INFORMATION 

7. AFIS u n i t s  shou ld ,  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  p o s s i b l e ,  be s u p p l i e d  w i t h  t h e  same 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a s  t h a t  provided t o  aerodrome c o n t r o l  towers ,  i .e . :  

M e t e o r o l o g i c a l  informa t i o n  

8. AFIS u n i t s  should  be supp l ied  wi th  up-to-date i n f o r m a t i o n  on 
e x i s t i n g  and f o r e c a s t  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  a s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e  performance 
of t h e i r  f u n c t i o n s .  The i n f o r m a t i o n  should be s u p p l i e d  i n  such a  form a s  t o  
r e q u i r e  a  minimum of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o n ' t h e  p a r t  o f  AFIS p e r s o n n e l ,  and w i t h  a 
f requency which s a t i s f i e s  t h e  requ i rements  of t h e  AFIS u n i t s  concerned.  

9. AFIS u n i t s  should  be supp l ied  wi th  c u r r e n t  m e t e o r o l o g i c a l  r e p o r t s  
and f o r e c a s t s  f o r  t h e  aerodrome with  which they a r e  concerned.  S p e c i a l  r e p o r t s  
and amendments t o  f o r e c a s t s  should  be communicated t o  t h e  AFIS u n i t s  a s  soon a s  
they  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  i n  accordance wi th  e s t a b l i s h e d  c r i t e r i a ,  w i t h o u t  w a i t i n g  f o r  
t h e  n e x t  r o u t i n e  r e p o r t  o r  f o r e c a s t .  
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10. AFLS u n i t s  should be provided wlth current pressure data for setting 
altimeters for the aerodrome concerned. 

11. AFIS u n i t s  should he equipped  u i r h  surface wind fndicator(s). The 
indicator(s) should be related t o  t h e  same locatlon(s) of observation and be fed 
from the same anemometer(s) as the corresponding indicacor(s) in the 
meteorological station, where such a station exists. Where m u l t i p l e  anemometers 
are used, the indicators t o  whLeh they are related should  be clearly marked to 
identify the runway and section of the runway monitored by each anemometer, 

12. AFIS unlrs should be provided with available current Information on 
runway visual range as determined by instruments or by q u a l i f i e d  observer. AFIS 
units at aerodromes where runway visual range values are measured by 
instrumental means should be e q u i p p e d  with i n d f  cator(s) permit t ine read-out of 
the curreat runway v isual  range value($) .  The indicator(s) should be related t o  
t h e  same locatioa(s) of observation and be f e d  from the same runway visual  range 
measuring device( s) as the corresponding I n d i c a t o r  ( s) in the  meteorological 
station, where such a station exists. 

eraeional s t a t u s  of associated 
f a c f l f  ties 

13. AFIS units should be kept currently informed of the conditions of 
t h e  manoeuvring area, Including the existence of temporary hazards, and the 
operational s t a t u s  of any associated facilities a t  the aerodrome with which t h e y  
are concerned, 

information on the operational s t a t u s  o f  navigation aids 

14. AFIS units should be kept currently informed of the operational 
s t a t u s  of non-visual navfgation aids, and those visual aids essential for 
surface movement, take-off, departure, approach and landing procedures within 
their area of responsibi l i ty  . 

Information on unmanned free balloons 

15. AFLS units should be kept informed of d e t a i l s  of flights of unmanned 
free balloons in accordance with the provfsions contained in Annex 2 .  

AFIS REQUIREMENTS FOR CONMUNLCATIONS 

~eronaut mobile s ~ r v i c e ~ m m u n i c a t  ions ) 

16. Air-ground communication f a c i t  ities should enable direct ,  rapid,  
eont inuaus and stat ic-f ree two-way communicat tons to take place be tween an AFxS 
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unit and appropriately  equipped a i r c r a f t  ope ra t i ng  a t  any distance within 45 km 
(25 N M )  of t h e  AFIS aerodrome concerned, or w i t h i n  8 range a's s p e c i f i e d  in the  
regional air  navigation plan, 

17. When direct two-way radfotelephony is used for the provision of 
aerodrome f L ieht information service, recording Eac f L  f t i e s  should be provided on 
a l l  such air-ground comrounicat ion channels. 

18. Aircraft should, unless exempted by the appropriate ATS authority,  
be capable of two-way communication wtth the AFLS unit on the prescribed 
frequency or frequencies. 

Aeronautical f i xed  service 

19. An AFLS unit should be. connected with  the associated flight - 
inf ormatlon centre ( E I C )  or area cont ro l  centre (ACC} and, as appropriate, with 
the approach control off  ice serving an adjacent or overlying terminal control  
area or with the aerodrome c o n t r o l  tower a t  an adjacent aerodrome and with the 
following: 

a) aerodrome rescue and emergency services ( inc luding  ambulance, 
fire, etc.1; 

b) meteorological o f f i c e  serving the aerodrome; and 

c )  aeronautical tsZecomrnunlcations station serving the aerodrome. 

20. A l l  Eacilit ie& for direct-speech communkcation between an AFlS unit 
and a i r  traf f l c  services units  fndicated in paragraph 19 above should be 
provided with recording fac i l i t i e s .  

AIRSPACE DESIGNATION 

21. bFIS should be provided to a l l  XGA t r a f f i c  on the manoeuvring area 
and to all IGA.aircraft f l y i n g  in the vicinity of the aerodrome. The airspace 
within w h k h  bFIS will be provided should be designated as a flight information 
zone (PLZ) and its lateral and vertLcal llmits specif led.  The dimensions of the 
flight information zone should coincide with chose of the aerodrome traf Eic 
zone, where established, ar they should he increased ta  provide added 
safeguards, 

STATUS OF SERVICE AND RADI OTELEPMONY PHRASEOLOGY 

22 .  I n  order that p l l o t w  may r e a d i l y  $dentify the status of the service 
they are receiving, the ca l l  s ign  "AERODROME 1NM)KMATIONm following the name of . 

the aerodrome shotl ld he used In aeronautical mobtle cornmunicatfons to ident i fy  a 
t ~ n f  t prov.1 Jfne A F t S ,  e. g, AHSWELL AERODROME INFORMAT I O N ,  Thks w i l l  avo1 d any 
p o s s i b l e  confusion w i t h  a unit p r o v i d i n g  aerodrome c o n t r o l  service which 1 s  
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identified by the c a l l  sign "TOWER". The word "aerodrome" may be d e l e t e d  a f ter  
i n i t i a l  contact has been established. I f  a t  any time it is apparent that  the 
p i l o t  i s  not aware that aerodrome control servfce is not provided, the pilot 
should immediately be informed of t h l s  fact  using the  EolTowtn~ phraseology: 
AERODROME CONTROL SERVICE NOT REPEAT NOT PROVIDED, 

23. The exis t ing phraseology in the PANS-RAC, Part IX, may be used by an 
AFf S unit, where appropriate, t o  pass information to an aircraft, 

HOURS OF AVAILABILITY OF AFIS 

24. Unless part-time availability Is deemed adequate to meet the 
operational requirements, AFZS should be made available on a 24-hour bas i s .  If 
aerodrome control service is provided on a part-time b a s h ,  e,g. during daylight 
hours, consideration may be gfven to providfng AFIS outs ide  those hours. 

ACCOMMODATION AND EQUIPMENT 

2 5 .  AFIS should be provided from a locatlon which ensures the bes t  
possible view of the aerodrome, t h e  surrounding area and, Pn particular,  the 
manoeuvring area, e.g. a control tower, or a room facing t h e  aerodrome and a t  
least the approach ends 05 the runway, with large, unobstructed windows. 

26. The equipment in the AFIS unit should, t a  the extent p o s s i b l e ,  be 
similar to the equipment required f o r  the aerodrome cont ro l  tower at: an 
aerodrome with low traffic density, 

QUALIFICATIONS AND TRAINING OF AFfS PERSONNEL 

27. AFIS should be provided by suitably q u a l i f i e d  and trained personnel, 
duly authorized by the appropriate ATS a u t h o r i t y .  

28, Age, knowledge, experfence and s k i l l  required from AFIS personnel 
should be determined by the appropriate ATS authority.  However, the following 
may be used as a general guide: 

a )  &. Not less than 18 years of age; 

b )  Knowledge. Demonstrated knowledge of: 

- the  language or  languages nationally designated for use in a i r  
tmff  ic services and a b i l f t y  to speak such language or 
languages without accent or impediment  which would adversely 
af fec t  radfocommunlcatton; 
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- rules of the a t r  and air  traf f i c  procedures pertinent to 
aerodrome operations; 

- procedures and practices pertaining t o  f l i g h t  information 
service and alerting service ; 

- terms used in the aeronautical mobile service, procedure words 
and phrases, the s p e l l i n g  alphabet; 

- communication codes and abbreviations used; 

- radfotelcphony phraseologies and operating procedures; , 

- the general air traffic services and airspace organization 
wi th in  the State;  

- local aerodrome rules; 

- characteristics of local  traffic; 

- local  t e r r a i n  and prominent landmarks; 

- .local sir navigatfon facilities; 

- procedures for co-ordi,nation between the AFIS un?t and the 
associated PIC or ACC; 

- pertinent data regarding meteorologfcal reports and effect of 
significant local weather characteristics; and 

- local procedures for alert ing  of emereency servfces. . 

c )  Experience, Satisfactory: 

- completibn of an approved training course; and 

- service under a qualified' A P E  o f f i c e r  for not  less than two 
months. 

d )  S k i l l .  Demonstrated competency In: - 
- the manipulation and operation of typical transmit/receiver 

equipment and controls, including ancillary faci l i t ies ,  and 
radio direction-finding apparatus In u s e ;  

- the v i sua l  inspection and dai ly  operational check of the radfo 
equipment in use; 

- the transmiss ton of telephony messages, inc luding  correct 
microphone technique, enunciation and speech qua1 icy; and 

- the reception of telephony messages and the ability t o  relay 
messages correctly, 
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VZ SU AL GROUND SIGNALS 

29.  Visual  ground s igna l s  listed in Annex 2, Appendix A ,  4.2 may be 
display& by an AFZS u n i t  as specified by t he  approprfare ATS authority. 

FLIGHT PLANS 

30. Except when other arrangements have been made by the appropriate ATS 
authority, flight plans may be submitted,  or closed by a report, t o  t he  AFIS 
unit at the aerodrome. The service provided by the  AFIS unft  in t h i s  case would 
be comparable to the service provfded by an ATS reportLng of f i ce .  

CO-ORDfNbTION BETWEEN AN AFIS UNIT AND 
THE ASSOCIATED FIC OR ACC 

3 1. As prescribed by the appropriate ATS authority, APIS units should 
ensure that the relevant P I C  and/or ACC is informed regarding departures and 
arrivals at the AFIS aerodrome. Unless otherwise provided, informat ion to be 
made available should comprise the identification of a i r c r a f t ,  t h e  departure or 
destination aerodrome, the take-off or landing time, the expected time of 
communicat ions transfer and, where necessary, request for en-route clearance. 

3 2. The relevant FIC or ACC should ensure+that an AFIS unit i s  informed 
regarding aircraft proceeding to the AFIS aerodrome, The information t o  be 
provfded should cons is t  of relevant items of the current S l i g h t  plan, the 
estimated time of arr ival  and the expected t h e  of communications transfer. 

ALERTING SERVICE 

33. Alerting servfce should be provided in  accordance w i t h  the 
provisions of Annex 11, Chapter 5 .  

3 4 .  When operating on or in t he  vicinity 05  an aerodrome where AFLS is 
provided, p i lo t s  must, on the basls of the information recefved from the AFZS 
unit combined with their o m  knowledge and observations, decide on the course of 
action to be taken to  ensure separation from other a i rcra f t ,  ground vehicles and 
obstacles, 
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35. It is essential  that pllots establ ish and mafnt$in two-way 
radiocommunication with the AFIS u n i t  and that they report thelr pos i t i ons ,  
levels and a l l  stenif icant  manoeuvres and intentions to the AFIS unit ,  since the 
ef f f c l e n c y  of the AFIS is dependent on t he  infarmat  Lon received. 

PROMOLGATIOM OF INFORHATION 

36 .  Information regarding the avallabiliry of AFfS and related 
procedures should be inc luded in the relevant parts of the aeronautical 
information p u b l i c a t i o n  ( A I P )  in the  same manner a s  in the case of aerodromes 
provided with a ir  traf f i c  control servlee,  The information should include the 
following: 

a) identification of the aerodrome; 

b) location and identification of the AFLS un l t ;  

c )  hours of opera t ton  of the AFIS unit; 

d)  la tera l  and vertical limits of t h e  f l i g h t  information zone 
CFIZ);  

.e) language(s1 used; 

£1 d e t a i l e d  description of the services pravided, including 
alerting serv.ice and, if .applicable, dLrection-ffndfng sew-ice; 

g )  special procedures for .application by p l l o  t a ;  

h ) any .orhe r p e t  tlnea t +in f o.rrna t ion. 



ICAO TECHNICAL PUBLlCATTONS 

The following sirrnrrrary grves rlte sfatus, and also 
descfibes in generu! rerrrts the conrents oJ {he various 
series of ~echnir-al public~tions issued by t h ~  Infer- 
notional Civil Aviation Orgo~~ization. 11 does trof 
inclucle specializd puBlica?ions rho! do nor full specifi- 
cally wirhin one of flte series, suchh us the AeronauticaI 
Chart Catalogue or rhe Meteorological Tables for 
International Air Navigation. 

International Standards and Rrcummtnded -Prau- 
tires are adopted by the Council in accordance with' 
Articles 54, 37 and 90 o f  the Convention on Inter- 
national Civil Aviatiori and arc designared, Tor 
convenience, as Annexes to the Convention. The 
uniform application by Contracting States of t he  sprci. 
Fications contained in the Internarional Standards i s  
recognized as necessary for the safety or regularity or 
i r ~  ternar ional air navigation while the uniform nppli- 
cation o f  the specifications in the Recommended 
Prac~ices is regarded as desirable iu the interest of 
safety, regularity or efficiency of inrernationat air 
navigation. Kno~ledge of any dirferenccs between the 
national regularEons or practices of a State and those 
establkhed by an tnternaticnal Standard is essential to 
the sarety or regularity or  international air navigation. 
In the event or non-compliance with an Inttrna~ional 
Standard, a State has, in fact, an obligation, under 
Article 38 of the Convention, to notify the Council of 
any differences. Knowledge of  differences from 
Recommended Practices may also be important for the 
safety of air navigation and, although the Convention 
does not impose any obligation with regard thereto, the 
Council has invited Contracting States to notify such 
differences in addition to those relating to International 
Standards. 

Procedures for Air Navigation Services (PANS) are 
approved by the Council for world-wide application. 
They contain, lor the most part, operating procedures 

reg;lrded as not yet having at rained a sufficient degree 
of maturity for adoption as International Standards and 
Recommended Practices, as well as material of  a more 
permanent character nhich is  considered too detailed 
I'or incorporation in an Annex, or is susceptible to 
frcquenr amendment, for which t h e  processes of the  
Convention would be too cumbersome. 

Regional Supplementary Procedures (SUPPS) have a 

status similar to  that of PANS in !hat they are amroved 
by the Council, but only for application in the respective 
regions. They are prepared in consolidated form, since 
certain of the procedures apply to overlapping regions 
or are common to two or more regions. 

The following puhlicotions ore prepured by authoriry 
of rhe Secrerary General in nccordance with the 
princrples esad pdicies approved by f hp Council. 

Technical Manuals provide guidance and infor- 
mation in amplification or the international Standards, 
Recommended Practices and PANS, the irnplemen- 
tarion aT which they are designed to facilitate. 

Air Navigation Plans detail requirements Tar facili- 
ties and services for internarional air navigation in the 
respective ICAO Air Navigation Regions. They are 
prepared on the authority of the Secretary General on 
the basis of recommendations of regional air navigation 
meetings and of the Council action thereon. The  plans 
are amended periodically to reflec? changes in require- 
ments and in the status of implementation of the 
recommended facilities and services. 

ICAO Circulars make available specialized infor- 
mation of interest to Contracting States. This includes 
studies on technical subjects. 
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